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On May 10th a meeting was held at the Sumter Opera House with community 
representatives to have an opportunity to review the updated plans for the reno-

vations of the John Rutledge Sumter House and the construction plans for the 
new Memorial Park Community Center. In attendance were Steven Corley, 
City Council District 4 Councilman; Deron McCormick, City Manager; Mi-

chael Geddings, Construction Manager; Tripper Lee, City Buildings and Spe-
cial Projects; Scott Bell, Architect; the Heart of Sumter Neighborhood Associa-
tion Board Members, and other interested neighbors around Memorial Park. 

Questions and concerns raised at the meeting included the cost of the project, 

the timeline for construction, and the current deterioration & termite infestation 
of the Sumter House. 

City employees stated, ñthe funding for the project was within the Cityôs budget 
and after contracts are awarded the project should be completed within nine 

months.ò  

The John Rutledge Sumter House, located at 407 W. Hampton Avenue, is worthy of preservation.  It represents 
both primary reasons to preserve resources here in Sumter and the Hampton Park Historic District for its architec-
tural value and historical significance. 

First, the house is a contributing element within the Hampton Park Historic District, which is valuable for its ec-
lectic mix of late 19th and early 20th century architecture, and is more than the sum of its parts. The structure, 

with an estimated construction date circa 1900, is of the Queen Anne Cottage style. The City acquired the proper-
ty in the 1990ôs. The house is mostly solid and although it needs a little ñTLC,ò it is neither dilapidated nor a pub-
lic health risk. 

Second, the house is linked to the famous Revolutionary War general, General Thomas Sumter. John Rutledge 

Sumter is the apparent great grandson of ñfighting Gamecockò and resided in the house for all or portions of the 
period from 1910 to 1941, until his death in 1941. (The 1910 census shows a ñJohn Rutledge Sumterò at 407 West 
Hampton Ave. in Sumter, South Carolina, as does his death certificate.) The remarkably direct connection with 

Sumterôs founding father is enthralling and is worthy of further investigation and generational safekeeping.ò  
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202 N Salem Avenue 
Sumter SC  29150 

Eric Reisenauer, HSNA Vice President, Kay 
Rhoads, HSNA Member and Stephen Winn, 
HSNA President review plans for the proposed 
new Memorial Park Center & Sumter House.  
Photo Credit: Cleo Klopfleisch 
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Our adopted local preservation policies are clear: ñWe 

strive to protect the individual house in order to preserve 

the overall district.ò  For this reason, the City of Sumterôs 

policies discourage demolition by convenience; we really 

need a good reason to demolish an individual resource. 

Our guiding principles say in bold letters ñHistoric 

buildings should not be demolished,ò unless specific 

conditions exist: public safety, economic hardship, struc-

tural deterioration, or loss of original integrity. In the in-

stance of the John Rutledge Sumter House, none of those 

factors are present.ò as stated by George McGregor. 

The City of Sumter contains unique historic and architectural resources. In the Hampton Park neighborhood, we find 

a rich mix of residential styles constructed in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. That mix includes such architec-

tural styles as Victorian, Italianate, Queen Anne, Craftsman/Arts and Crafts, Prairie, Spanish Mission, and Interna-

tional. The eclectic design array that makes up the Hampton Park Historic district is its essence. 

There is no greater threat to the Hampton Park Historic District/Heart of Sumter Neighborhood than the loss of exist-

ing, contributing properties. That threat is ever-present through creeping neglect, voluntary demolition, or what 

preservationists call ñdemolition by neglect.ò 

Photos of the plans for the new Memorial Park Center,  still undergoing approval, are included in this HSNA Heart-

beat newsletter.  The John Rutledge Sumter House would have a new exterior and interior.  The primary uses could 

be public meeting areas and/or changing areas for a wedding party. There will be a catering kitchen for events as 

needed.  A covered walkway will  join the Sumter House with the new  Center, which will have a small seated BBQ 

area.   

The Center will be able to seat 120 guests and will be handicapped accessible. A large fireplace will be the roomôs 

focal point.  On both of the buildings here will be a óSouthernô front porch. There will also be a driveway entrance 

from both Hampton Avenue and Salem Avenue. The parking 

area will have lighting, with additional parking spaces for 50 

vehicles to include handicapped.  The landscaping will have 

shrubberies and trees native to the Southern United States. 

The John Rutledge Sumter House/Center will be available to 

be rented as an event venue at the Sumter Tourism Office lo-

cated at Swan Lake Iris Gardens.  The project was not entered 

upon lightly and has been in the works at the requests of Col-

leen Yates, past Council Member Sumter, SC - Ward 4 and 

the Heart of Sumter Neighborhood Association.    
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Greetings! 

HSNA's summer gathering will be a bit different this year. Through the 
generosity of Sumter County Cultural Commission and South Carolina 
Arts Commission, we will present a brass quintet from Charleston Sym-
phony Orchestra. Desserts & lemonade will be provided.  You may want 
to bring along a chair and money for raffle tickets ($1 each or six for $5). 
The winner will receive a gift basket with items worth approximately 
$500. We hope to see you in front of Patriot Hall on Saturday, June 23 
(6PM - 8PM). 

Stephen Winn, 2017-2018 HSNA President 

 

Temple Sinai is a historic Re-
form synagogue located at 11 Church 
Street on the corner of West Hampton 
Avenue.  Built in 1912 of brick in the 
Moorish Revival style, Temple Sinai 
was added to the National Register of 
Historic Places on January 21, 1999. It 
is also known as Congregation Sinai, 
whose official name is the Sumter So-
ciety of Israelites. 
The Jewish History Center was opened  
June 7th, 2018. The Sumter County 
Museum will operate the center, 
which has a variety of exhibits, photos 

and artifacts about Judaism and the Holocaust. The collection includes stories from 
Sumter residents.  
Temple Sinai is noted for the eleven drapery stained glass windows on its side and 
entrance walls, which depict scenes from the Tanakh. With the exception of one 
round window high over the entrance portico, the windows are uniformly five feet 
wide by twenty feet high and in their shape mimic the castellated domed Moorish 
towers that flank the entrance.  It is a must see in the Heart of Sumter. 


